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Dan Fox Family Care Program 
Resource Parent Agreement 

Youth Homes, Inc. hereafter referred to as the agency, approves your home as a foster home for children. To clarify key issues and to avoid misunderstanding, this agreement outlines respective responsibilities of our agency and the foster/kinship/adoptive/guardianship parents.

	Agency Responsibility-- The Agency:

	1. Will provide each parent with a copy of the foster home licensing requirements. Will recognize foster and resource parents as a professional extension of the agency and a vitally important component of the treatment team for the child.

	2. Has responsibility for over-all planning for the child and will assist the resource parent(s) in meeting their responsibility toward the child by interpreting the child's needs, providing consultation and offering suggestions regarding the care of the child. Dan Fox Family Care Program may:	

	a. Provide educational and vocational consultation;

	b. Assist with locating respite providers;

	c. Provide child development opportunities;

	d. Provide services to children and parents to address birth and former caregiver family issues.

	3. Treatment Manager will visit the foster family and the child separately and together and on a regular weekly basis for children in Therapeutic Foster Care. The caseworker will visit the home monthly for children in regular foster care.  The agency retains the privilege of making unannounced visits to all Resource and foster families.

	4. Will pay for care provided to eligible children at a rate determined by the agency. Stipend rates for Dan Fox Family Care Program parents are between $595-680 per month for foster parent(s) and $75 for respite parent(s). Casey Resource families who receive a stipend will be paid $609 per month for children under age 13 and $689 per month for children 13 and older and $60 for respite parent(s). Guide Home foster parents are between $1525-1627 per month for foster parents and $150 for respite parents.

	5. Will be responsible for assessing the clothing needs for each child at the time of placement and will assist in locating and obtaining appropriate clothing for the child.

	6. Must give prior approval for any medical treatment or care.  However, foster and resource parents are responsible for and the ability to seek emergency medical treatment.

	7. Will contact the foster parent when a child needs to be placed and their home is a possible resource.  The agency will make a presentation of the child to the family including all relevant information, the expected length of placement and reserves the right to decline to make the placement.

	8. Will provide advance notice to foster parents prior to a child being removed from care.

	9. Will provide effective discipline resources and tools for families to use as alternatives to corporal punishment. 

	10. Will protect child safety by prohibiting the use of corporal punishment or any other form of child abuse/neglect.

	11. [bookmark: Text1]Will keep Foster/Adoptive Parent(s) informed of Program policies and procedures; conducting a review of Client Rights and Grievance Procedure annually.  Foster Parent(s) initial(s)      

	12. Will accept written grievances from foster and resource parents who have a complaint.

	13. Will adhere to policies and laws for reporting incidences of abuse and/or neglect.

	14. Will have the right to know when you are being observed.  When appropriate, Dan Fox Family Care Program may ask your permission to use your photo for advertising purposes. 

	15. Will not discriminate based upon race, color, national origin, sexual orientation, health, gender, age, or the presence of a disability.

	16. Will protect your confidentiality rights.  We will only share information about you with individuals outside of our agency with other agencies as required by regulations or law.  Your confidentiality is not protected:

	a. If you are required by the Court system to participate in services.

	b. If your make a threat to harm yourself or someone else.

	c. If we have reason to believe that you are being abused or neglected.

	d. If we have reason to believe that you have been abusing or neglecting vulnerable individuals. 

	17. In the event of a public health emergency or pandemic such as COVID-19, Youth Homes/Partnership for Children will suspend all in-person foster care and adoption services. Staff will transition all youth and family meetings and appointments, home studies, and follow-up visits to web conferencing and telephone, and all staff will take additional intake steps to ensure the health and safety of staff and all youth in care. Youth Homes will adhere to all current guidelines on transmission of the disease to minimize the exposure of staff, foster children, foster families, prospective adoptive families, and birth families.

	

	Parents’ Responsibility-- Resource Parents:

	1. Will be responsible for the care of the child as a member of their family. 

	2. Will share information concerning the child and work with agency in the best interest of the child. Information that must be shared include medical/behavioral problems, issues relative to the treatment plan, accidents, cultural issues, educational progress and other information deemed appropriate by the foster parent or agency. 

	3. Treatment Manager will visit the foster family and the child separately and together and on a regular weekly basis for children in Therapeutic Foster Care. The case worker will visit the home monthly for children in regular foster care.  The agency retains the privilege of making unannounced visits to all Resource and foster families. The Resource parents acknowledge and agree to participate in these programmatic visits.  

	4. Will accept and participate in Dan Fox Family Care Program’s team approach. 

	5. Will read and abide the Policies and Procedures for the Dan Fox Family Care Program.

	6. Will report to the agency within 24 hours any change of address, major sickness either physical or mental in the family, accidents, serious financial difficulty, any child or neglect referrals or changes of family composition.

	7. Will secure prior permission of the agency before making any plans for taking the child or children out of the state or for extended periods of travel within the state.

	8. Will not make independent plans for the child's welfare with parents, relatives or others and not take money for the care of the child without knowledge by our agency.

	9. Will assist with the child visiting birthparents and significant others and only according to the treatment plan of the agency.

	10. Will provide care as contracted with the agency with the understanding that alternate placement may be made at the discretion of the placing agency.

	11. Will respect the child's cultural traditions, ethnic background and religious beliefs.

	12. Agree to hold all information pertaining to the child and family as confidential.

	13. Agree to be responsible back to the agency for any overpayment received.

	14. Will meet all customary and typical family financial obligations in a timely manner.

	15. Will comply with orientation and training requirements established by the agency. Therapeutic Foster Care parents are required 30 hours annually, regular foster parents are required 15 hours annually. 

	16. Will comply with Dan Fox Family Care Programs’ policy on prohibition of corporal punishment and any forms of abuse and neglect and will explore other methods of discipline.

	17. Will, if they cannot keep the child or properly care for him, immediately notify the agency so that other plans can be made for the child.  The foster parents agree to allow adequate time (at least 72 hrs.) to arrange alternate placement for the child.

	18. Shall report, as required by Section 41-3-201 MCA, any incidents of known or suspected child abuse or neglect to the agency.

	19. Will exhaust all private and public benefits available to children, including, but not limited to medical and dental expenses. Any payment for these services by Dan Fox Family Care Program shall be at the discretion of Dan Fox Family Care Program. 

	20. Agree not to take any other foster children from another agency while this agreement is in effect.

	21. Will report any problem with payment to the agency.

	22. Understand that the State of Montana assumes some legal responsibility for damage to their property resulting from children placed in the home.  Foster parents must have homeowners insurance.  Foster parents who are renting a residence are encouraged to obtain renters insurance when at all possible.  However, if obtaining renters insurance is not possible and/or preferred, foster parents shall initial the statement below which acknowledges they will cover any/all costs incurred as a result of damage to the rental property by the foster child(ren) placed in the home.  

	[bookmark: Text2][bookmark: Text3]Foster Parent(s) initial(s)             acknowledge they understand the background of the child/youth who may be placed with them as Foster Parents and the risk of delinquent/destructive acts or danger that these children/youth may pose and that, as foster parents, they have the right to refuse placement of any child/youth referred.  Realizing the potential for damages by the child/youth, they agree not to hold the Dan Fox Family Care Program liable for actions of the youth and/or damages to property within their home.  Further, the Foster Parent(s) agree to take financial responsibility for any/all costs incurred as a result of damage to the rental property by the foster child(ren) placed in the home. 

	23. Will have access to sign off on the Treatment or Case Plan of this agency.

	

	We have read the licensing and program requirements and do hereby agree to abide by them.

	

	Dan Fox Family Care Program:  
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	Date:
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	Parent Applicant A: 
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	Parent Applicant B: 
	[bookmark: Text8]     
	Date:
	[bookmark: Text9]     




Youth Homes Inc. | 515 S. Reserve Suite 5 Missoula, MT 59801 | (406) 721-2754

Page 1 of 4
image1.jpeg
PN
Youth §l Homes





