
Flathead Electric has launched an innovative new research project 
to evaluate the impacts of residential solar systems. FEC General 
Manager Mark Johnson says the project supports the Co-op’s 
mission to serve as a resource for members by proactively analyzing 
advancements in the energy industry.

“As solar and other technologies become more widely adopted, it’s 
important that we understand how they will affect our system, our 
members and the industry as a whole,” says Johnson.

A team of Flathead Electric employees developed a research 
strategy which includes the installation and data collection of a

net metered solar array and battery 
backup system that will be analyzed
over several years. Rather than installing
the system on a family residence, the 
Co-op conducted an application process 
to select a local non-profit organization 
to receive the system (and its associated 
benefits). The objective was to find a 
facility with electrical usage similar to a 
family residence, and the Flathead Youth 

Home was selected. Program Director Lance Isaak says he is excited 
about the project, calling it a “win” for all involved. 

“Flathead Electric will be able to utilize a well-known facility for 
research, and we will benefit from savings on electrical expenses 
and demands, which will help offset the costs of caring for our 
community’s youth in crisis,” says Isaak. “In addition, we all get to 
learn more about alternative energy.” 

The solar installation at Flathead Youth Home will include a Tesla 
Powerwall for backup energy storage. Tesla’s leading-edge product 
has double the battery storage of earlier devices, and, to Flathead 
Electric’s knowledge, it is the first one installed in Montana.

Johnson says gathering enough relevant data will take several 
years, which is why he’s taking initiative now. He credits this latest 
Co-op innovation to: “An exceptionally forward-thinking staff and 
Board of Trustees.”

FEC Partners with 
Flathead Youth Home
on Innovative Project

Looking for a unique gift?  
“The Gift of Light”
Flathead Electric’s Gift of Light program allows 
you to pay another member’s electric bill via 
a donation that is applied to your recipient’s 
account.  You can remain anonymous, or we’ll 
send a certificate to them in your name. 

As your family, friends or neighbors switch on 
a light to cook or 
read by, they’ll 
appreciate the 
warm glow and 
the “lightening” 
of their 
financial load.  
Call Flathead 
Electric to set 
up this special 
gift during the 
holiday season 
or any time 
throughout the 
year.

FEC reviews house plans at the Flathead Youth Home.



Flathead Electric fosters a spirit of giving. From ringing the bell for 
Salvation Army to Food Bank donations, employees touched the 
lives of many community members in 2016. Here are a few more 
ways they showed their generosity:

Roundup for Safety is a voluntary program for FEC members who 
allow their electric bills to be rounded up to the next dollar, with the 
extra money going into a fund for community safety projects.

 

Whitefish Theatre Company
Scissor Lift $3,300.00
 

Flathead County Search & Rescue
Garmin, Spotlights, Medical Kit $865.00
 

Whitefish Library Association
Safety Access Improvements $1,400.00
 

Bad Rock Fire and Quick Response
Thermal Imaging Camera $5,000.00
 

Fisher River Valley Fire/Rescue
BioHazardous Extraction $4,000.00

November 2016 Projects Funded

Roundup Report
Helping Keep DREAM Adaptive 
Recreation Programs Safe
Roundup for Safety helped DREAM 
Adaptive Recreation complete their 
mission “to enhance 
the quality of life 
for individuals with 
disabilities by providing 
year-round outdoor 
adaptive recreation 
opportunities.” DREAM 
received funding to 
purchase helmets and goggles for their 
winter season, which provided 1,300 
adaptive ski lessons at Whitefish Mountain 
Resort last season.

“The impact upon the lives of those we 
work with is immeasurable! Acquiring and 
using safety equipment in our recreation 
programs is essential,” said DREAM 
executive director, Cheri DuBeau Carlson.

Through Roundup for Safety, DREAM was 
also able to purchase personal flotation 
devices for their summer program which 
provided access to water sports activities 
for 65 people this summer.
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FEC’s Board of Trustees meets on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month – subject to change to accommodate schedules.  
Members of the Cooperative are welcome, but please call 406-
751-4483 to confirm date and time.  Agenda items must be 
submitted at least one week prior to the meeting date.

facebook.com/flatheadelectric

Your Co-op Cares

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)

“Flathead Electric’s contribution to United 
Way as one of the top three employee 
work place campaigns was outstanding.” 

- Sherry Stevens, Executive Director of the 
United Way

United Way

Flathead Electric hosts regular blood 
drives for the American Red Cross. 
Representative Sandy Carlson says, 
“The Co-op’s efforts have saved and/
or improved the quality of life for 
hundreds of recipients.” 

Each year, employees purchase gifts 
to fill the wish lists of CASA children. 
Director Jamie Campbell says she 
is always overwhelmed by the 
participation. “It’s wonderful that the 
people of the Co-op open their hearts to 
these children.” 

American Red Cross

Gone for the Holidays?
Here are some tips to consider if you’ll be away from your home this winter:

 •     Before you leave for an extended period, arrange to have
someone check on your home periodically to make sure that 
your power is on. Catching an outage quickly can prevent 
frozen pipes or spoiling of frozen and refrigerated foods.

 •     Save energy while you’re away by lowering the thermostats 
for your home and water heater.

 •     If you have a different winter address, let us know so we 
can change your mailing address while you are away. Better 
yet, go paperless and have your bill emailed to you!

We would like to give you $48.
Do you have an electric water heater? 

Over 1,300 Flathead Electric members are already 

receiving their $48 per year through the Peak Time 

Rebate Program, and more join every day. 

Call 751-1834 or visit our website to sign up. 

Roundup for Safety hit a major milestone – 
over 1,000 grants totaling over $3.5 million 
have been awarded to fund local safety 
initiatives since the program’s 1997 inception.

Thank you to the thousands of Flathead 
Electric members who round up their bill for 
safety! Together, we are making a difference 
in our community.

You made a difference... 1,000 times!


